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On Thursday, July 22, 1993, the Cellular Telecommunications
Industry Association ("CTIA") sent the attached information kit on
its electromagnetic radiation health and safety program to the
following Commissioners and FCC staff:

Beverly Baker
Lauren Belvin
Robert Cleveland
Commissioner Ervin Duggan
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Myron Peck
Chairman James Quello
Dr. Tom stanley
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Gerald Vaughan

If there are any questions in this regard, please contact the
undersigned.
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CeUular industry's research finds no link to cancer

George Carlo discusses the preliminary research he has directed on cellular
telephones and brain cancer. Industry association President Thomas Wheeler listens.

cSTi~ES '

Mr. Carlo was a:;ked about work by
Stephen Cleary, a Medical College of Vir
ginia professor who has said there is
some evidence that cells are harmed by
radio emissions. Mr. Carlo said scientists
working on the industry study have
raised "questions about the scientific
method" used by Dr. Cleary in some of
his work.

Mr. Carlo said he hopes Dr. Cleary will
take part in research the industry will be
funding.

This fall, the industry will seek pro
posals from universities and private labs
for ongoing research that should begin
by year's end, Mr. Carlo said.

Six months ago, the industry called for
studies after a pair of lawsuits drew
Widespread attention to claims that the
use of cellular phones can cause brain
cancer.

More than 11 million Americans use
cellular telephones. Portable phones.
which have a built-in transmitter and an
antenna held near the head, are the most
popular kind.

David Reynard of St. Petersburg, Fla.,
appeared on CNN's "Larry King Uve" to

see PHONES, page el2
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By Kent Gibbons
THE -..oTON T_S

The cellular telephone industry said
yesterday a preliminary review of health
studies revealed no evidence that porta
ble telephones can cause brain cancer.

"So far, we have been looking for prob
lems and have not found indications of
problems;' George Carlo, an outside sci
enlist heading the industry's research
Pl'OlratR, said at a news conference in
\Yashin&toR.

Scientists funded by the Cellular 'lele·
phone Industry Association have begun a
three-to-fi\lle-year study, at a cost of SIS
miUion to S2S million, into whether porta
ble phones held close to the head can
cauae brain tumors.

The scientists are culling thousands of
past studies to find out what areas need
further raean:h, said Mr. Carlo. a public
health~ist and chainnan of
Health and Environmental Sciences
Group, a I'e8earch firm in Washington.

None of the studies the scientists reo
viewed SUUests that contact with radio
frequencies used by portable phone:; can
cause cell damage that leads to tumor:;,
Mr. Carlo said.
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From page Cl
discuss his lawsuit. which says his
wife contracted brain cancer from
using a portable telephone. Another
lawsuit filed against phone makers
~totorola Inc. and Mitsubishi Elec
tronics Corp. says the phones were
not adequately tested for potentially
harmful radio waves.

Three weeks ago. a Judge in Cook
County, Ill., ruled that the plaintiffs

in the Motorola SUIt had failed to
pro~ that the telephones posed a
health hazard. The judie denied the
plaintiffs' attempt to make the suit a
class action on behalf of cellular
phone users.

Those two suits are the only ones
that have been filed agamst the in
dustry in the past six months. said
Thomas Wheeler. president of the
cellular telephone association.

Cellular phone stocks collapsed
briefly In January but have regained
value as the issue has faded from

public attention. In the meantime.
entrepreneurs have emerged with
shields they say will block telephone
radiation.

In February, a panel of experts
testified before Congress that more
study is needed to determme wheth
er hand-held cellular telephones are
linked to cancer. They said there had
not yet been evidence of any risk.

The :'lational Cancer Institute is
also carrymg out a two-to-three·year
study of the effects of exposure to
radio waves and other emISSions.
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AP-Cellular Phones-Cancer Cellular Phone Industry study Finds No Link To
Cancer

WASHINGTON (AP) - The cellular telephone industry said Friday that its
research since a cancer scare six months ago has found no link between the
disease and exposure to cellular frequencies.

still, said Thomas E. Wheeler, president of the Cellular
Telecommunications Industry Association, the industry has pledged to spend
$15 million to $25 million in the next three to five years for stUdying the
issue.

The research has involved looking at thousands of studies bearing on the
relationship of electromagnetic radiation on human health," said George L.
Carlo, an epidemiologist who heads the study.

"When we have identified what's known, we can then identify what is
unknown," he told a news conference.

"None of these studies suggest any relationship between cellular phones
and cancer," Wheeler said. The findings will be reviewed by a peer group
and research will begin in the fall into any areas where questions remain.

"It is important to emphasize that this is a step-by-step scientific
process," Wheeler said.

The fast-growing cellular phone industry was jolted in January when a
St. Petersburg, Fla., man, David Reynard, appeared on the "Larry King
Live" television show and claimed he had contracted brain cancer from a
portable telephone. Reynard filed suit against a manufacturer and a
carrier. The action is pending.

Three weeks ago, a judge in Cook County, Ill., ruled that plaintiffs in
another suit had failed to prove the telephones were a health hazard. He
also denied the plaintiffs' attempt to make the suit a class action on
behalf of all cellular phone users.

Those two suits are the only ones that have been filed in the last six
months, Wheeler said.

APNP-07-16-93 1349EDT
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CELLULAR PHONE SAFETY RESEARCH PROGRAM

Scientific Advisory Group

• George L. Carlo, Ph.D., M.S., J.D.

• Chairman, Health and Environmental Sciences Group,
Ltd.

• Adjunct Professor, The George Washington University
School of Medicine, Washington, DC

• Adjunct Professor, State University of New York of
Buffalo

• Arthur W. Guy, Ph.D.

• Professor Emeritus, University of Washington, Seattle,
Washington

• Ian C. Munro, Ph.D., FRCPath

• Principal, CanTox Inc., Toronto
• Adjunct Professor, University of Guelph, Guelph, Ontario



CELLULAR PHONE SAFETY RESEARCH PROGRAM

peer Review Board

• Patricia Bumer, Ph.D., M.P.H.
• University of California at Berkeley

• Philip Cole, M.D., Dr. P.R.
• University of Alabama at Birmingham

• Sir Richard Doll, F.R.S., F.R.C.P.
• University of Oxford

• Om P. Ghandi, Sc.D.
• University of Utah

• Saxon Graham, Ph.D.
• State University of New York at Buffalo

• Don Justesen, Ph.D.
• University of Kansas and VA Medical Center

• Richard Monson, M.D., Sc.D.
• Harvard University

• Dimitrios Trichopoulos, M.D.
• Harvard University

• Gary Williams, M.D.
• American Health Foundation



CELLULAR PHONE SAFETY RESEARCH PROGRAM

1993 Timeline
Feb. March April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

Joint Review
Committee fonned

Task Forces ronned

Sdentific Advisory
Group ronned

Peer Review Board
assembled

FDA meed..

Inteanled assessment
or existilll data

PRB review

FDAIlWG review

Commence I'f5eIU'Ch
.enda

PRB review

FDAI1WG review

....._------------------------------------......... _--------------------------------
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GEORGE L. CARW, Ph.D., M.S., J.D.

George Carlo is a Fellow of the American College of Epidemiology. He is the chairman

of Health & Environmental Sciences Group, Ltd. (RES), which specializes in assessing,

communicating and managing risks to health, including risks from the environment, consumer

products and pharmaceuticals. HES's trained professionals also analyze the efficacy of drugs

and medical devices. Dr. Carlo serves on the faculties of George Washington University, the

State University of New York at Buffalo School of Medicine, and the Roswell Park Memorial

Institute. While at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, he chaired the research

committee of the Department of Family and Community Medicine and designed the acute and

chronic clinical work performed by that department. Dr. Carlo sits on the U.S. Congress Office

ofTechnology Assessment Agent Orange Advisory Panel, is Chairman of the Scientific Advisory

Board on cement kiln recycling, and is a scientific advisor to the Industry Task Force II on

2, 4-0 Research Data and the Fernz Corporation group of Australian and New Zealand

manufacturers. He has also participated in other government expert panels and workshops.

Dr. Carlo has published numerous research articles, commentaries, chapters in books and health

policy papers addressing issues in the health sciences. He has testified before Congress and

other government and regulatory committees. Dr. Carlo often speaks at seminars and is

frequently consulted for television, radio and newspaper interviews. He earned his B.A., M.S.,

and Ph.D. degrees from the State University of New York at Buffalo and his J.D. degree from

George Washington University. Dr. Carlo has been listed in Who's Who Among American Law

Students, Who's Who in Science and Engineering and Who's Who in the World.



WHERE CELLUlAR PHONES FIT ON THE ELECTROMAGNETIC SPECTRUM
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PORTABLE CELLUlAR CALL DURATION
CELLULAI 5UISCIIIEIS lEE' TIEII POITAILE CALLS 510lT
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• One-third of portable phone calls last less than 30 seconds.

• 80 percent of caMs on portaIJIe cellular phones last 2minutes or less.

• Less than 10percent of portaIJIe phone cals last longer than 4minutes.

• The overage duration of 0portable cellular coO ~ 85.2 seconds.
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Upd~te '93
News and our views

A Florida lawsuit recently
raised questions about
wheeher' certain tYJ* of cet
1",lar telePhones (those with
built-in antennas) leadtobra;n
cancer.

CeI'uJar phones oper.- at
the lowest end of the micro
WtlYe portion of the el~
maanetic spectrum - the
same frequency band as tel.
vision. Theyconform tosu;de
lines set by the Federal Corn
munications Commission for
ac:cepr.able emission lewis of
electromqnetic radiation.

There's no proof that mi
crowa~ radiation from cenu
lar phones carries a health
risle. Yet, becaua there's a
lack of thoroulh lons..rm
studies, the Food and ONI
Administration is workin.
with orher fed8ra1 apncies
ind indusrtY to reoIve ques
tions over the safety of th_
eellular phones.

,

Incontrast, 146,000people
wiJI die from Jun. cancer this
year - despite the fact tMt
we know whtlt au_ most
luna cancer and how to pre
vent it 0

MAYO CLINIC HEALTH LETTER
April 1993



Bob Chapin
Editorial Director

ADDRESSING EMF CONCERNS

COMMUNICATIONS
April 1993
Page 1 of 4

'......
The reason cellular became the trigger to this round of pub

lic concern is because of its high profile in the consumer mar
ketplace, But EMF health concerns are broader than cellular
telephones, The impact of these reports on two-way portable
radios and other RF equipment must also be considered. And
in time. all RF technologies will come under close scrutiny,

Unfortunately. the public airing of misinformation and innu
endo that some of the media have been conducting may result
in long-term damage not only to existing technologies. but
also to the adve~lt of newer wireless technologies such as Per
sonal Communications Services (PeS) and Personal Digital
Assistants (PDAs), These technologies may be adversely im
pacted. or even stopped dead in their tracks by governmental
agencies that may be prone to knee-jerk reactions while they
attempt to appease the unfounded concerns of the public.

I recently talked with a highly placed individual at the FCC.
With no personal ax to grind. this individual told me that the
manufacturers and scientists have been very conservative in
their approach to the EMF issue. Now it is time for the rest of
us to become conservative in this matter. Before we fly off the
handle. let's learn the facts. Communications will be assisting
in this effort. beginning with a feature on page 94.

T o many. it almost seemed to come out of nowhere. At
first. it was a relatively low-protile suit filed against
NEC by a man in Florida who claimed that his wife's

death from a brain tumor was caused by the electromagnetic
fields from a cellular phone. Before long. it was the holtest
topic on television.

"00 portable cellular phones cause brain cancer?" The cry
was heard around the world. literally. While in Santiago.
Chile. I watched the coverage of Motorola's press conference
on CNN International. According to contacts in Europe. they
didn't need to hear about it from their U.S. associates. They
could read about the allegations in their own local newspapers,o. i~i".

'" .... ·"'·i.1 ·..:.::.J•.I".··... ·;.



TECHNOLOGY

or
Sorting out fact from fiction

By Randy Ridley
Technical Editor

Do business radios and cellular
phones increase users' sus
ceptibility to various negative

health effects? More and more attention
is being placed on the issue of potential
ly adverse health effects from non-ion
izing radiation. and the general popu
lous does not seem to differentiate be
lween extremely low frequency (ELF).
Ultra high frequency (UHF) and mi·
crowaves.

..d_"lie·._.
There are two kinds of radiation: ion-

izing and non-ionizing radiation. loniza·
tion occurs when there is enough energy
in the radiation to displace an electron
from an atom. This radiation has a very
short wavelength. a high frequency. and
a high energy level. and is typically de
scribed as X-rays. gamma rays. and par
ticles. These can interact with the tis
sues of the body and cause severe cellu·
lar damage. a a c t
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THE ANSI STANDARD
Most experts agree that the current

FCC safety levels, in which anything
below 7 watts is considered safe, are not
appropriate. In accordance with public
safety concerns, most manufacturers
have chosen to abide by the ANSI 199 I
Safety Standard (not yet accepted by the
FCC) which has much more stringent
rules on allowable power.

Ii.

absorption rate of differ
ent frequencies is not the
same in tissue, however,
and it would be incorrect
to say that all non-ioniz
ing radiation carries the
same health risk.

Recently, there have
been a number of studies
that have attempted to
correct the shortfalls of
earlier studies. Areas such
as control groups and
length of the studies are
now being addressed and
as a result, enlightening
information is being un
earthed. Dr. W. Ross
Adey, associate chief of
staff for research and de
velopment at the Pettis
Memorial VA Medical
Center at Loma Linda,
Calif., writes in his
keynote address to the
IEEE 1992 International
Symposium on Electro
magnetic Compatibility,
.... .Importantly, these
non-ionizing fields are
considered incapable of
directly damaging DNA
in cell nuclei." But goes
on to say, "Instead, their
action in tumor formation
may be as promoters, acting intermit
tently and repeatedly at cell membranes,
possibly concurrently with chemical
promoters." That is to say, non-ionizing
radiation is incapable of directly caus
ing cancer; however, its relationship
with cancer is stilI not understood and it
mayor may not act as a catalyst or pro
moter in the stimulation of existing tu
mors.

Non-ionizing radiation has been
shown in these new studies to have an
effect on the ability of a cell to commu
nicate with the surrounding cells and
nerves. What is not understood at this
time is how much radiation poses a
health risk. Some levels of electrical
and magnetic energy are present all of
the time, as they are emitted from natur
al sources such as human cells and even
the earth itself. All of these sources vary
from very weak to moderate strength,
and most experts feel that some level of
energy is necessary for normal human
cellular activity.

from energy absorption in the tissue.
The FCC currently uses a safety stan
dard developed by ANSI (American
National Standards Institute) in 1985
that is based upon the known heating
effects of RF radiation. This standard is
usually considered inadequate by most
scientists, as it does not consider the ef
fects of magnetic radiation on cellular
activity, nor does it consider the possi
bility of cancer generation or acting as
a catalyst for tumor growth. Only re
cently have studies been directed at
these issues, and most have not yet
been completed.

Gary Breed, editor of Communica
tions sister publication RF Design,
states, "The problem with most of the
current studies that have dealt with can
cer and RF radiation is that there is usu
ally no control group... [or] the study is
too short in duration to obtain accurate
results." Even if a particular study indi
cates that there may be a problem with
RF radiation, the absence of a
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The U.S. Food and Drug Administra
tion is keeping track of worldwide re
search into low-level microwave radia
tion. according to

Additionally. ANSI has a 1992 Safety
Standard (not yet published) in which
safe power levels are said to be around
700 mW for microwave frequencies.
Assuming the safety standard reaches
publication with the same maximum
power level. then even current handheld
portable cellular phones are well within
the safety margin.

For the cellular industry's part. to put
the issue to rest and to quell negative
public opinion. the Cellular Telecommu
nications Industry Association (CTIA)
has called for a blue-ribbon panel to
revalidate existing industry studies.

Prompted by rising public fear. Con
gressman Edward Markey chaired a
hearing on the hazards of EMF radia
tion from cellular phones on February 2.
Witnesses included the National Cancer
Institute. the Food and Drug Adminis
tration. the Environmental Protection
Agency. and the Federal Communica
tions Commission. as well as Dr.
Stephen Cleary (often cited by the
media for cellular radio warnings). and
Dr. Quirino Balzano of Motorola. All
said there is no need for users to panic.
and the overwhelming information sub
mitted said that there was no health risk.

In addition. many l)! the \~ Ilnt:~~~~ .:il~J

ongoing or planned r~~t:an:h rellardl nil
the use of I.:ellular lrcljuenl.:le", ~ -

NOT ALL
RADIATION IS EQUAL

Should u~ers he alarmed al lhe p()~~i

hk'afety hazards of nOIl-ionlLing radia
lion'? In the case of portabk communi
cations. prudent caution is more war
ranted than alarm. Although there isn'[
any evidence at this point that mi
crowaves cause or enhance tumors or
cancer. more conclusive evidence will
eventually provide definitive answers.

Hand-held portable phones don' t
seem to be at risk. but power boosters
and higher-powered handheld radios
should be treated with care until more
information becomes available. Does
this mean that everyone should stOp
using them? Certainly not. There is not
enough evidence to suggest that they
are dangerous to human health. And.
the general consensus among scientists
is that when used properly. they pose no
health risks. Some studies. however.
have linked possible heating effects in
the brain with the higher power units.
but no one has shown that the slight in
crease in temperature is detrimental
and it can be minimized.

MINIMIZING RISK
When using higher-powered radios.

users should make sure that they are
using them per the manufacturer's rec
ommendations. Proper installation is of
utmost importance, as many instalIers
don't realize that the manufacturer has
done extensive testing and has recom
mended certain installation procedures
for good reasons. The antenna of the
higher-powered phones should not be
allowed to contact the skin when trans
mitting. and the distance between large
gain antennas and the user's head
should be maximized. Power boosters
for hand-held portables should be used
only when using a vehicle mounted an
tenna adapter. These simple common
sense precautions will minimize any
heating effect that may occur with nor
mal use of hand-held phones.

Most manufacturers. as well as the gov
ernment. are currently studying both the
short-term and long-term effects of non
ionizing radiation. and unless some study
actually links cancer with non-ionizing
radiation. no alarm should be sounded. =
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Human head models expo::ed :'j ~.~

GHz radiation for 23 hours a cia



COMMENTARY
FEAR SELLS

Dateline: Jan. 10, 1993. The St. Petersbur. Times ran a Sunday leature story. ·A Lethal
Connection?· in which a Florict.1'IWI claimed that his ceJJul.., phone caused the brain
twnor that killecl his wife. Ted Tumer's CNN became Involved and featured an Intemew
With theaarteved. from that potnt forward. thestorycatapulted to thefront paces of the
news for four weeki. The media ratHd questtons about the sale use of cellular phones,
wNle theceJJuJarindUltryc~wtth .tUdfetMddocumentedeYtdencesayln.there
wu no relationship Iftdau""""nocIInter preHIIted by usln. portable phones.

Sowhydid thil ItOfYsurae to thltop01 thenews.,endl?Fear. Andfw selil.Thilltory
provecl this. Cancer il one 01 thole ...... that II far too common. but u yet ,.,.ely

unprowd In ltIorf1111LEveryoneIl:nowsat leutahandfuloffriends and
relatIveS who haft .......... from some form of Qaeer. And if that
cancer halMa~.orte'llllnal. theend I.ulually tralic
andpIInfuL".. ewrytlmlthenIIa link.nomatterhow casual.
people r-a 1cIItyMd IOIIIIClIneI er1ea11y to the news.

1bIsca.WllRO

Sorrte peopleartue that the correCt studyhu not been conducted.
However. thesameeould besaidaboutvirtuallyeverystudy that has
ever been done. Sly. we test the effects on anAmaJs. They argue. it
should be conducted on human tissue. We conduct a test on human
tissue sampIeI.1'hey.,.uethattheeonclJtlonswerepurelycontrolled
in a laboratory environment with tluue.

a



NATIONAL ISIUI

FROM OlE BIG SCAli TO ANOTHER
As 1echnop".lJia' Grows, Is Scielce The Laser?

Risky Bu.'",.
1"'* ,...
Mk Gftumora ~
UDMH,.deriWIIMI~_ -

u

phone COftlpuiel iailil1ly ** a _t-
inc. JOvcmmeDt i ....
launcbeIL and rut ...
beeft rbratefted.

"'~::~Y"....~,,~

Ironically, one new r__1osJ tba&
Despn. this. rbe stocks of cetlular has ben 'tranllY resisted by tbole

.y MJcIlae. F......c.
In Los lan,dft

•. J

.. l:l+lft;-I~;-:1 '':.' '
TM c:etluJatpJtou scale bqaa four

weeks .110 wheft a F10nda mu an
nounced on ftlCiona' taevtsion mat he
WII suiftl a celhalar pIlofte .......ac·
rum because his Wif. dewloped a raw
bnun rumor a few monti's afr... blttn·
111ft' (0 use diCit "oduet.
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TV finds bashing business pays-but it's risky, too

No Scandal,
No Story

inp. And, lamentl CBS NeWli executive
producer Andrew Lack, it hu changed the
way some journaliatl do buainell. Many
young TV reporters today rate the SuCCell
oftheir stori. by the overnight ratinp: "I
don't hear a lot ofd.iacUilion ofthe journal
iIm ofthe stori.. the nen day," Lack saY'.
Other veteran journalistl are equally con
cerned. After theNBCdebKle,DanRather
ofCBS met with hisstaJfin small (l'C'UPl to
remind them to guard against comj)lacen
cy. "The m.&rJin for error is thinner than
the mallin for error on hirh-speed race
tracb," Rather say•.

otcourse, journaliati are suppoeed to be
anre-ive. While the rules aren't etched in
stone, mOllt reporters know when they're
out ofbounda and the consequences ofsuch
conduct. Just as evidence pined in an il·
legal search taints a legal cue, dirty re
porting taints a story. There are obvious
difi'erences between arranging to fake an
ezplOllion and,say,surprisinga source with
unexpected, toUChquestiona. But therecan
also beconsiderable murkineaa in between.
Recent stories aimed at businea-and the
controv ~ :'IIies they trig~red-bave high
u,hted l;ume of the eth;cal sha:iP.l of gray:

• FIIII'I'IIIt. NBC's tr"ck tE'~~ .~ :en violat·

I
t was a strange week for America's TV
vi1twers. There wu Michael JUUon
saying that a rare skin diMue bad
turned himwhite,and talkofloqtime
FBI DirectorJ. EdprHooverweariDc

dreIeee. But four minutel of televilion
Tueeday night were almoet .. enraordi
JWy. NBC's stunniq apolOlY to General
Motors. "Dateline NBC" had ailed an in·
YMiption into allepd an harard.I in old·
er GM pickupe; a teet truck had been tlttect
with toy rocket eqin. to make sure
lPilled paoline would catchare. Jane Pau·
leyandStone PhillipelOberlyr.-da retrac·
tion Rttled upon by nllOtiators jut min·
utel before. Phillipe r.-d a liat of flaw in
the _t, includinr the clamnin, bdiDr
that a fuel tank NBC said had ruptured
upon impact bad in fact remained intact.

The incident did more than juat put a
dent in NBC's diatinruiahed journaliatic
tradition. It a1Io railed delicate questions
ofwhat's fair rame in the poowinr sport of
buain.. Opoe.1 and what should ha~

pen when somebody atepe over the line.
Expoainr corporate IC&m8 and ecandaI8
hal alwaY' been a mainatay of mapzine
prGII'aIDI. Yet recent montba have seen a
rile in buain--buhinr atorieI, with con·
trovenial investiptiou of IUCh compa·
nieI..Wal·Mart, Food Lion and makers of
cellular phones. Such flXPC*I "are defi·
nitely on the riM," saY' one TV producer.
"We love stori.. where you shoot the tape
and then f- the I\IY." Many executives
believe that they've become victilDl ofTV's
hunpr for hype and ratinp, especially
duri.ng the "sweepe" period. A. Wal-Mart
vice president Don Shinkle saya, "The
moon is alwaY' full durin(sweePi month-"

That is painting with a broad bruah. Tab
loid ahOWli like" Hard Copy" may rely on
luch ethically questionable techniques u
re-enactinr eventl, but pJ'OlftlDl like "60
Minutee" retain a reputation for playinr
touch and clean. Still, there's no question
that the proliferation of neWli showa
there are two hirh·pro61e entries from
ABC and NBC coming later this year-hal
heightened pressure to get stories and rat·1ItbHf:ABC's Food Lion investigation

NEWSWEEK
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Games newspeopIe play: A
picture from NBC's rigged crash
test of the General Motors
truck, GM's Pearce announcing
the company's lawsuit
against the network

ed its own written guidelines spinst stag
ing news. On Friday the network said it
hired two lawyers to determine who was
responsible, and there was widespread be
lief in the industry that the lapee should
force some high·level resieDations. NBC
:-lews president Michael Gartner says that
although he stood by the story at first, he
changed his mind after seeing the press
conference in which GM laid out the evi
dence. "All my life I've been taught that
when you make a mistake, you stand up
and admit you made a mistake," he said,

• Mlsl••dina • source. Journalists aren't
supposed to lie to get an interview, but
many business persons complain that's
what often happens. Wal·Mart contends
:-lBC staffers misled it last year to
get an interview.turned·ambush with
CEO David Glass. The company showed

BLAKED~HER-SYGNA

NewSWEEK a March letter in which Jane
Pauley said she was impressed that her
"boa of bosses, Jack Welch at GE,"
sent execs to the chain's Arkansas head
quarters for pointers: "The Wal·Mart sto
ry 1 would like to tell is part of a 'gee
whiz' success story," she wrote, "and part
'how to' for recovering America's competi
tive edge." The story that "Dateline" did
run was an expose by Brian Roes attack·
ing, among other things, the labor prac
tices of some of the company's overseas
suppliers. Wal·Mart said the show tried to
sketch a pattern from isolated incidents
and Shinkle says, "NBC News just ftat lied
to us," Pauley later wrote that "I was not
aware until very recently that Brian ROllI
had begun research on" his own Wal·Mart
"project." Ross says he told Wal·Mart
that he was working on a separate story

and wrote Glass and \)utlined 5pe<:mcs.
• Goina undel'CCMlr. The magazine snows

love hidden cameras. But subjects sav the
practice is often deceptive. Food Lion is
suing Capital Cities/ABC for a November
1992 "PrimeTime Live" expose of alleged
unsanitary conditions in the company's suo
permarkets; hidden cameras purportedly
caught Food Lion employees relabeling old
meat. The suit alleges that ABC"purposely
defrauded" Food Lion by having a producer
poee as a supermarket employee; the net
work says it did nothing wrong.

• RIIyIng on Interested parties. Business
critics say the media often accept too
much help from sources with an agenda,
Food Lion had been targeted by unions:
GM by lawyers suing over truck acci·
dents. These sources often help shape the
coverage by providing experts and leads.
Says Joe Goulden, of the conservative Ac·
curacy in Media: "If a guy's got an ax to
grind, let's talk about the ax."

[!! - :-....1: ..

•~.•...•:.••,•.... '~'.. ,.\'...•••....•.• i ..:•.~J·cM.,..·......,.,..., ..•
" lit..

__I" 1Jj....~
Will the NBC scandal cause journalists

to pull back on businesIJ exposes? Don't
count on it. GM general counsel Harry
Pearce says companies are reluctant to go
after the media: "They've got the ink, the
paper, the electrons." But big business has
ita lawyers and public.relations firms
and now, GM'swin asa model. Already, one
mattreu company, accused by a Boston
ABC affiliate of seIling used mattresses,
last week cited the GM retraction in a bid to
bolster ita own arrument. But if the" Date·
line" incident doesn't make news organiza·
tions more timid, it is likely to make the
best journalists even more careful as they
go about the business of trying to keep
companies honest and consumers alert.
And that's good news.

JOHN SCHWARTZ With FRANK IV "SHI~CTO~
in Ddrolt, and CH A R LES F' L£M I ~G and

KENDALL HA!\lILTOS in SelL' rur~
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It's Even Bet We Won't Learn Odds
u kDowiDc the odd, It the trlc:k?

Take I recent story lbout the dangert of eating
......uriah. Fil'lt you cot the rhetoric: (eatint r....
Uellt1ab "ia I tim. bomb ready to '0 off,"), then you
tet the facta: ODe out of every 1.000 people ...ho eat
.... or UDdercooked lbeuraah-oystel'l. c:lama or mua·
--may become W. 10m. lerioualy, By comparilOD.
&be riM of -tiDI ...rood in r.n.ral. eac:ludinc

ebeUf'1eb. ia obly one cue of illnell for
eftrY 2 1DiUi0n 18m

Maybe the odda c:ou1d be expreued in
&be .iDuc. aDd MCOncU of lif. Jc.t. u
fUIIIMed bv Harvard '-'~;"'~r3i:j' Pk.i.i~
proI_ Ricbard WiIIOn.

'or eUIDple, u IV'np pel'lOn of 30
who laM I lite .qMCtaDcy or about 74
,... cue. Ilia lit. abort 12 m.iauc. by
.....i'" I c:iprette, 9 IeCOnda by driDJUn,
I diet 10ft d.riDk ud 2,700 daY' by beine a.....

I'D IIaft it to the ICilatilu to III'" on I .uitable
-... Or -.,be &be pvefDllMnt .hould pick ODe.
'J'ha&......t it took to tet &be IUto compani. to
ftuIIy _ ....,.-pIlOa ....une.
Or... ~i
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